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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
FIRE DEPARTMENT

1320 NORTH EASTERN AVENUE
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90063-3294

(323) 890-4330

P. MICHAEL FREEMAN
FIRE CHIEF
FORESTER & FIRE WARDEN

April 15, 2008

Henry Kaplan, Planner

The Planning Center

9841 Airport Boulevard, Suite 1010
Los Angeles, CA 90045

Dear Mr. Kaplan:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION, SUBJECT: AVESON CHARTER SCHOOL PUSD - 01.0E,
ALTADENA (FFER #200900071)

The Request for Infarmation has been reviewed by the Planning Division, Land Development Unit,
Forestry Division, and Health Hazardous Materials Division of the County of Los Angeles Fire
Department. The following are their comments:

PLANNING DIVISION:

1. Who provides fire protection and medical response service for the project site? Do
other jurisdictions provide mutual aid? If so, who are they?

a. Fire protection and emergency medical services are provided by the Los Angeles County
Fire Department. The Fire Department maintains an Initial Action Agreement for the
Exchange of Fire Protection with the U.S.D.A. Forest Service (Angeles National Forest) for
the project area.

2. What are the locations of responding stations?

a. Fire Station 11 is the jurisdictional station for this project. It is located at 2521 N. El Molinc
Avenue, Altadena, CA 91001-2317, approximately 1.3 miles southeast of the project.

b. The second closest Fire Station to the project site is Fire Station 66 located at 2764 E.
Eaton Canyon Drive, Pasadena, CA 91107-1005, approximately 2.2 miles from the project.

c. Additionally, the Los Angeles County Fire Department operates under a regional concept
in its approach to providing fire protection and emergency medical services, wherein
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emergency response units are dispatched as needed to an incident anywhere in the .
district's service territory based on distance and availability, without regard to jurisdictional

or municipal boundaries.
3. What type of equipment and manpower does each station have?

a. Fire Station 11 is staffed with a 3-person engine company and a 2-person paramedic
squad.

b. Fire Station 66 is staffed with 3-person Engine Company.
4, What is the approximate fire flow requirement for the proposed project?

a. To be answered by the Land Development Unit.

5. What is the response time to the project site? What is the department’s standard for
desired response time for emergency and non-emergency calls?

a. Based on the distance to the project site, the jurisdictional engine company, Engine 11 is
estimated to have an emergency response time of 4.5 minutes and the jurisdicticnal
paramedic squad, Squad 11 (advanced life support), is estimated to have an emergency

response time of 4.5 minutes.

b. The Fire Department uses national guidelines of a 5-minute response time for the 1°-
arriving unit for fire and EMS responses and 8 minutes for the advanced life support

(paramedic) unit in urban areas.

8. Are the existing equipment and personnel adequate to maintain a sufficient level of
service for the proposed project and other properties within this same service area? If
not, what additional facilities, personnel and equipment would be needed? What
factors are used to project these needs?

a. Fire protection serving the area appears to be adequate for the existing development/land
use. However, each additional development creates greater demands on existing
resources. In the absence of cumulative impact, this project would have a less than
significant impact on our services.

7. Would this project have a significant impact on the ability to maintain adequate level of
fire protection service to the area?

a. No. This project in the absence of cumulative impact is not expected to create a need for
additional resources to the area.

8. What mitigation measures are required or recommended to reduce fire hazards  and
reduce potential impacts on fire service?

a. To be answered by the Land Development Unit.
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9. Please add any other comments you may wish to make regarding this project.

a. We have no additional cormments at this time.

LAND DEVELOPMENT UNIT:

1. Question #4 - This development may require fire flows up to 8,000 gallons per minute at 20
pounds per square inch residual pressure for up to a four-hour duration as outlined in the 2008
County of Los Angeles Fire Code Appendix B 105. Final fire flows will be based on the size of
buildings, its relaticnship to other structures, property lines, and types of construction used.
This will be addressed once official plans have been submitted for review.

FORESTRY DIVISION — OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS:

1. The statutory responsibilities of the County of Los Angeles Fire Department, Forestry Division
include erosion control, watershed management, rare and endangered species, vegetation,
fuel modification for Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones or Fire Zone 4, archeological and
cultural resources, and the County Oak Tree Ordinance. Potential impacts in these areas
should be addressed.

HEALTH HAZARDOUS MATERIALS DIVISION:

1. We have no comments at this time.
If you have any additional questions, please contact this office at (323) 820-4330.
Very truly yours,
KVU\&U\./U ’\(:\'Qj\"
FRANK VIDALAES, ACTING CHIEF, FORESTRY DIVISION
PREVENTION SERVICES BUREAU
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